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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 


news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. 


provincialism and our traditional prejudices, Thus folitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 


drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdem of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





The UN Weathers Another Storm 


World opinion, and logic, have marshalled enough moral force 
to stabilize the position of the United Nations against the combined 
attacks of a strange alliance — the arch reactionaries in this country in 
a de facto cooperation with the Soviet Union. Both have attacked from 
different motives: U. S. enemies of the UN have aimed at killing the inter- 
national body — the Russians have tried to take it over. Both have been 
forced to give before the unexpected power of a mighty idea, armed only 
with the needs and dreams of all mankind. This victory is symbolized by 


the probable agreement on U Thant as the new Secretary General. 
The tedious jockeying for position among the different power 


blocs will of course continue. But 
as long as they keep a healthy bal- 
ance, the UN can continue to work 
its way out of its organizational 
problems. The UN’s chief raison 
d'etre is that an international auth- 
crity is necessary in a world tightly 
bound together by modern transpor- 
tation and communication lines. 


In The Congo: The facts of the 
situation in the Congo and the UN’s 
activities there have been gravely 
distorted recently by irresponsible 
reporting (a major weapon of those 
who would strike at the UN). For 
instance, the U. S. News and World 
Report has recently featured such 
headlines as “In The Congo — The 
Reds Are Winning After All” and 
has branded the Congolese leaders 
as “communistic.” Other similar dis- 
patches picture the Congo as being 
led into communism by the UN — 
the UN is bringing doom upon itself. 

But an American Senatorial del- 
egation visiting the Congo recently 
reported that they had been deeply 
and favorably impressed by the Con- 
golese leaders — especially Premier 
Cyrille Adoula. Senators Philip A. 
Hart of Michigan, Maurine New- 
berger of Oregon and Albert Gore 
of Tennessee found the Central Gov- 
ernment of Leopoldville and the 
UN working patiently towards na- 
tional unity. These Senators will 
bring back evidence that contradicts 
the widely publicized attacks on the 
Congolese leaders as communistic 
by Sen. T. J. Dodd (Conn.) who 
used the accusations against Adoula 
and other Congolese furnished by 
Michel Struelens, head of the Ka- 
tanga Information Service in Amer- 
ica. Mr. Struelens, a Belgian, has 
since been deported by the U. S. 
Government. (Wash. Post, Oct. 5.) 


‘“‘What Can I Do?’ 


Irving F. Laucks, of Healdsburg, 
Calif., has been concerned over the 
war threats in the Berlin crisis. 
Moved by his own convictions and 
the need for constructive action, he 
sent out large quantities of postcards 
suggesting that Berlin be moved 
bodily into West Germany. Heading 
his card “Move Berlin and Stay 
Alive,” Mr. Laucks points out that 
the money spent on the military 
build-up around Berlin—to say 
nothing of the possible cost of even 
a small nuclear war over the fateful 
city — would easily finance the 
transfer of West Berlin to territory 
along the West German border. This 
would remove the threat to com- 
munication and transportation lines 
to the city; would end the harass- 
ment by the Reds of this island of 
freedom in the center of the East 
German slave state which will al- 
ways be a cause of war-breeding 
tension; would terminate other in- 
sidious elements that frequently be- 
come intolerable to both sides. Mr. 
Laucks asks his correspondents to 
write to the President, to their Con- 
gressmen and to newspaper editors 
suggesting that Berlin be permanent- 
ly removed as a war threat. 

Whether all of us agree with Mr. 
Laucks or not, we can follow his 
good example in doing something 
about his convictions. A postcard 
campaign can be a very effective 
way to go on record, to consolidate 
opinion, to present a new idea. Mr. 
Laucks attempted his campaign on 
a national scale. A postcard cam- 
paign that concentrates on the local 
community can reach a much higher 
percentage of the influential citizens. 





X-Ray and Forecast 


UT THERE ARE MILITARY MEN OF VISION: This Newsletter 

speaks often of the military extremists — and of the dominance of 
the Pentagon over many areas of our official life by these extremists. They 
are preaching that war is inevitable and that the U. S. must ready itself 
to strike first, which means abandoning all sincerity in our negotiations 
and dismissing all hope of peace. 


Fortunately there are eminent military men who do not agree 
with the extremists. Hear them: Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, “War has 
become not just tragic but preposterous .... with no victory for anyone.” 
Adm. Wm. Leahy, “Modern weapons constitute a type of barbarism not 
worthy of civilized man.” Gen. H. H. Arnold, “One nation cannot defeat 
another nation today. That concept died with Hiroshima.” Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, “War has become a Frankenstein to destroy both sides.... 
it contains, rather.... double suicide.” Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther, “If 
we think we are going to get security by military strength we are wrong.” 
Gen. C. E. LeMay, “No one can win a modern war. Even the victor loses.” 

Unfortunately, the best of our energy, effort and talent go into 
war-planning, while our feeble gestures on the peace front are usually 
bungled because of insufficient preparation. 


WHY WE FAIL 


OOD is still the most critical factor in human affairs, for at least one 

half of mankind continues to go to bed hungry. Although unrecognized, 
food is the most important weapon in the cold war. The Communists 
understand this, for the peak of Khrushchev’s promises and boastings 
comes when he talks of the abundant food the Soviet will produce — in 
the future, always in the future. For the sorriest spot in the Communist 
program is the persistent failure in agriculture — with production always 
dragging behind need in Russia....with famine stalking Red China. 

But the problem of food and other necessities of life in the free 
West is not scarcity — but over abundance. Our food surpluses have be- 
come unmanageable. Yet there is hunger and want wherever we are in 
conflict with the Communists — throughout Asia, Africa and Latin Amer- 
ica. And agriculture is primitive and unproductive in these areas. The 
miracle of American farming methods, adapted to local situations, would 
bring the biggest revolution imaginable — with the increase of other 
necessities soon to follow the creation of new agricultural wealth. 
The Communists, lagging woefully in this area and thus unable to 

win the world by this kind of constructive revolution, devote themselves 
to subversion, to violent revolutions and to the establishment of a revo- 
lutionary dictatorship which they preach will bring abundance for all. 
Since their methods depend upon violence we have sought to counter 
their violence with systems of violence of our own — until both sides have 
become enmeshed in a nuclear arms race that has lost all proportion and 
reason. This devotion to violence is not only dangerously warping the 
American mind but it is diverting us from a larger devotion to the con- 
structive revolutions we should be creating in the world. 


We spend $47 billions on weapons of violence and but a small 
fraction of that amount on constructive efforts to curb communism. If 
we even used constructively the approximate 12 per cent of the $47 billion 
defense budget, which is admittedly wasted in the inefficient planning and 
profligate spending of the military, the picture could be greatly changed 
in our favor. In the following reports we deal with some of the irrational 
aspects of our pursuit of violence as a means of curbing communism and 
the failures we suffer because our nation is not meeting its responsibility 
in a desperately needy, revolutionary world. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


IS IT CIVIL —IS IT DEFENSE? 


HE great civil defense drive, which we forecast early last summer, 
Tis now on full blast with more deception than anticipated — and some 
astonishingly demoralizing overtones. The military extremists continue 
to make much propaganda of the views of the one eminent scientist, Dr. 
Edward Teller, who accepts the extremist viewpoint — that the atom is 
just another weapon. Teller’s fame is based on his discovery of the lithium 
hydride short-cut to the hydrogen bomb; otherwise he does not rank with 
the world’s leading nuclear physicists who gave us the atomic age and who 
thoroughly disagree with Teller. 

The truly great names, Leo Szilard, Niels Bohr, Hans Bethe, Max 
Born, Robert Oppenheimer, C. P. Snow and others are all convinced — 
as was Albert Einstein — that with the atom everything has changed — 
that human survival is doubtful in atomic war. But the public hears little of 
the other side of the story; meanwhile Teller continues to be widely quoted, 
often in fields where he is not qualified to speak — radiation, genetics, 
the engineering problems of bomb shelters, etc. 

An inquisitive reporter, interviewing Teller, made the discovery 
that the scientist himself had not built a shelter for his own family! He 
explained that in a metropolitan area, like the San Francisco Bay region, 
a small shelter would offer scant protection. He advocates large com- 
munity shelters, yet his statements are ballyhooed widely to promote 
small home shelters. (AP, Sept. 14.) 


GROSS DECEPTION was practiced by Life magazine recently 
in a dramatic spread that pictured about 90 per cent of our population 
as surviving an atomic attack. The catch to that prognostication was that 
the Life report of the megatons presumed to have been hurled by the 
Russians equaled but a fraction of what U. S. tacticians would expect the 
Soviet to use. It is widely held in military circles that the Russians would 
never hit us unless they could strike with total target coverage, for that 
is our own strategic concept. Arthur T. Hadley’s authoritative study on 
atomic war, The Nation’s Safety and Arms Control (Viking), states that 
140 million Americans would die in atomic attack (a far greater estimate 
than this Newsletter has ever used), and that a full-scale civil defense 
shelter program could cut this figure more than half. But 60 to 70 million 
dead would mean at least 20 million more suffering from serious linger- 
ing afflictions caused by radiation — which still leaves the Life report 
sounding glib and irresponsible. 


HERE ARE THE HIGH POINTS of deception and obvious 
error in the shelter program as it is now being pushed: 

e All scientists concede that no shelter small or large can pro- 
tect life in the target area itself, for deep penetration and total destruc- 
tion will include a diameter of 10 to 15 miles. In a study by the Wash- 
ington Post (Oct. 1) on what would happen in the nation’s capital under 
a nuclear assault, it is estimated that death and destruction would be 
total in such an area. 


e@ For some additional distance the intense heat would seal and 
glaze over, melt, fuse or weld all non-flamable enclosures and cremate 
all life within. 


e@ Beyond this, for many more miles around, the fire storm and 
air blasts would do much damage, particularly affecting any ventilation 
system attached to an underground shelter —a most critical part of a 
shelter’s mechanism. No shelter, no building, large or small, can be ab- 
solutely airtight under such circumstances. The enormous suction of air 
rising after the vacuum blast would pull air out of any enclosed area with 
tremendous suction force, the shelter itself thus becoming an air bomb. 
If the shelter did not split at the seams, then when the upward and out- 
ward rush of air reversed itself and the air rushed back into every crack 
and fissure, it would be air heavily laden with deadly radiation. This 
same process would be repeated during the subsequent fire storm. A 
structural engineer of note comments, “My conviction is that any shelter, 
large or small, for miles around an attack area will become a poison gas 
chamber by this process. We have no structural knowledge or ventilating 
systems that could cope with this problem — of which we know prac- 
tically nothing.” 

@ Beyond these dangers are the problems of water supply, food, 
medical care, etc., which are so mountainous that the public has been 
told nothing except the most vague generalities. The particulars are too 
startling and foreboding for public consumption. For instance, how do 
we go about burying 50 to 70 million dead whose bodies are in them- 
selves repositories of death-dealing radiation? (In the accidental death 
of employees in a U. S. atomic plant recently, it was several days before 
the bodies could be touched.) And it is openly admitted that medicine 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


That New Kind of War 
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Medical Malpractice and Economics 


The two leading medical organizations in the U. S. are the Amer- 
ican Medical Association and the American College of Surgeons. The 
latter has 24,500 members and has been one of the most progressive and 
corrective influences in U. S. medical practice — often opposing the re- 
strictive and ultra conservative policies of the AMA. 





Research groups in the College 
of Surgeons have recently charged 
the AMA with laxity in condoning 
malpractice in medicine and with 
a permissive attitude towards those 
doctors who undertake surgery with- 
out adequate training or experience, 
irrespective of the results for the 
patients. 


The ACS makes the startling 
charge that over 50 per cent of the 
common types of operations in this 
country are being done by physicians 
who are neither trained nor quali- 
fied for the particular cases they 
attempt to handle. Dr. R. S. Myers, 
executive asst. director of the ASC, 
reports that doctors without quali- 
fications in surgery become “assist- 
ants” to the operating surgeon and 
thus collect fees while they learn 
surgery. “That is featherbedding of 
the worst type and downright dis- 
honest,” states Dr. Myers. “The 
only adequate scientific way to learn 
surgery is in the medical school — 
there are no shortcuts without penal- 
izing the sick.” 

The ACS also accuses the AMA 
of continuing to encourage the evil 
of fee splitting. The ACS leaders 
charge the AMA has gone so far 
as to justify payment by surgeons to 
“referring” physicians. That is, 
where local practitioner refers a 
patient for surgery, the surgeon 
splits the surgical fee with the local 
practitioner. 


The ACS indictments are derived 
from extensive inquiries made in 
the pathological departments of hos- 
pitals. All hospitals must retain 
pathologists who examine the res- 
idue tissue and organs removed dur- 
ing surgery. In seeking more infor- 
mation on this situation, this News- 
letter has been told by hospital ad- 
ministrators that in many instances 


the doctors who practice in a hos- 
pital work together as a tight team. 
When one of them undertakes surg- 
ery for which he is not really quali- 
fied the professional code requires 
that they say nothing and defend 
One another’s interests under all cir- 
cumstances. Even if a pathologist 
finds evidence of malpractice in 
surgery, he cannot reveal the facts 
without facing recrimination on the 
part of the medical teams. The in- 
fluence of the doctors is so great 
they can force the resignation of the 
pathologist and suppress any findings 
that might reveal errors or short- 
comings in the operating room. 
“This condition exists now in many 
communities,” said an administra- 
tor of a large Eastern hospital. 

In respect to fee splitting the 
ACS official states: “When a surgeon 
has to pay the referring physician it 
provides an inducement to refer 
without reference to the quality of 
the surgery or to the actual needs 
of the patient and his financial situ- 
ation. Furthermore, the patient 
should not be the victim of any 
secret deals.” 

The AMA last June officially 
stated that it was ethically permis- 
sible for a surgeon to employ other 
physicians and to pay a reasonable 
amount for such assistance. The res- 
olution specifically added that it 
also was “ethically permissible” to 
split fees. As long as the AMA ad- 
mits to the practice of fee splitting 
on any basis, there is no way to 
police or to regulate the extent or 
manner in which the practice is 
carried on, states the ACS. The split 
runs as high as 50-50, with the usual 
split 60-40, the surgeon taking the 
60 per cent. 

The studies from which these es- 
timates were drawn were made in 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


and medical facilities will be so scarce that care will be given only to 
those who are able to get up and walk. What disciplines will be imposed 
when millions are desperately seeking to help and to save their families? 
Any account of those first days after the Hiroshima blast sheds light on 
these factors — suffering and sorrow so pitiful and extensive that one 


turns away from the half-read report to spare one’s own composure. 


(See Mass Fires Following Nuclear Attack in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, Dec. ‘60; 
Disaster and Disposal — Dead End by Col. G. L. Orth in Military Medicine, July, ‘59; Community 
of Fear by Harrison Brown and James Real, publ. by the Center for Democratic Institutions, Santa 
Barbara, Calif.; Radiation and Man issue of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, Jan., ‘58; Philip 
Wylie’s article on Civil Defense in the Rotarian, Sept., ‘60.) 


YHE LAW OF PRIMITIVE SAVAGE SURVIVAL will obviously 
7 prevail. No one questions this. In fact the social and moral problems 
that survival entails have already burst upon us as Civil Defense spokes- 
men and shelter advocates openly speak of the right of the individual 
citizen to carry a tommy gun into the shelter and use it to keep out the 
neighbors who have no shelter or whose shelter may be no longer oper- 
able. When a Roman Catholic editor, Rev. L. C. McHugh of the Jesuit 
monthly America, endorsed the right of the “Christian” householder to 
shoot his neighbors in the “name of Christ” to keep them out of the 
shelter, we have come full circle from the caveman to Golgotha and back 
to the cave. It is significant that a noted Jewish scholar, Rabbi Herbert 
Brichto, professor of Bible at the Hebrew Union Seminary of New York, 
was the first eminent religious leader to disagree. “The preparation... . 


of such a shelter program .... for the survival of a fraction of the human 
race is immoral....We must put all our efforts into avoiding such a 
catastrophe.” 


MASS INSANITY would replace any overall strategy when half 
of our population began shooting at their neighbors to keep them out of 
shelters or to secure and protect food and water supplies when the shel- 
ters had been evacuated. This unrestrained savagery would serve the 
enemy’s purpose more effectively than any psychological weapon that 
could be devised. So widespread is this acceptance of antagonism towards 
neighbors who might not have a shelter or whose shelters might become 
inoperable that hundreds of shelters are being built secretly —so the 
neighbors won’t know about them! So report CD officials in some com- 
munities. (N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Oct. 3.) Many contractors and building 
inspectors corroborate this. 

TO SEE HOW FAR Dr. Teller’s fanaticism has carried us, here 
are the words of Dr. J. M. Wolfe, director of Biology and Medicine of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, speaking at a symposium on radio- 
ecology (man and his environment): “The effects of nuclear war on man 
....are awesome to contemplate. The blast effects....and radiation 
would create vast areas that would be useless to the survival of man. 
Fallout shelters in many areas seem only a means of delaying death and 
represent only a part of the survival plan at best. With such an environ- 
ment ....the question is where does man go after his sojourn in shelters? 
What does he do upon emergence? Even if some semblance of civil order 
had been preserved (as is most unlikely in view of the appalling chaos), 
the means of existence, heat, light, food, would be virtually non-existent.” 
Why is not the public given these views from a first-rank authority serv- 
ing the Government’s atomic agency — instead of the perpetual re-hash 
of Teller’s warped thinking? 


HE FAST BUCK SHELTER PROMOTION which fills the air 
everywhere reveals motives that are neither patriotic nor altruistic. 
Here is a building boom ready made, and every community is now to be 
swamped with sales promotion for “a little shelter of your own right off 
the furnace room — at prices ranging from $200 to $4000.” The military 
extremists who dominate the Pentagon and have bewitched the President 
into this program are not presenting a scientifically prepared and carefully 
tested system of disaster protection, but are launching a helter-skelter 
shelter free-for-all which spurs unquestioned enthusiasms because the 
contractors, the lumber, cement, steel, glass and fiber industries, plus the 
banks (property improvement loans) see the shelter program as injecting 
new life in the prolonged war boom. And the war-is-inevitable military 
leaders see in the shelter program the chance to condition the public 
mind to accept the war-is-inevitable psychology, killing all interest and 
hope in building peace or promoting disarmament and strengthening 
international authority. Can it be that the Administration swings in be- 
hind the plan because it will guarantee prosperity for the next several years? 
NO CIVIL DEFENSE IN EUROPE, reports a Reuters dispatch 

on Oct. 3. “Americans 5000 miles from the Iron Curtain are digging out 
shelters, knocking down the walls in their basements while Europeans 
within sight of the Russian rocket sites have no shelters, no evacuation 
plans, no active civil defense plans and aren't looking for any.” Euro- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Medical Malpractice and Economics (continued) 


cooperation with the American Hos- 
pital Assn. and the American Col- 
lege of Physicians, covering 35 large 
hospitals in seven states. “Proof of 
this deplorable situation,” states Dr. 
Myers, “is to be found in the fact 
that when a doctor or his family 
gets sick and needs surgery he does 
not go to another general practition- 
er to be referred to a surgeon. A 
study in New Jersey shows that 


not one doctor in the whole state 
sought surgery through a general 
practitioner. Often they go to a pro- 
fessor of surgery in an out-of-state 
medical school.” Here they know 
the work will be honestly done with- 
out paid “stand-ins” or other shady 
practices. Dr. Myers commented, 
“What is good enough for doctors 
ought to be good enough for the 
patient.”” (See N. Y. Times, Oct. 5.) 





Soviet Youth Not Docile 


Something of the spirit of Soviet youth was revealed in dispatches 


from Moscow about the reception of the pacifist “Peace Marchers” from 
the U. S. and England. After interviewing Mrs. Khrushchev the marchers 
were presented to a large audience of students at the University of Mos- 
cow. When the Western youths began to urge unilateral disarmament, 
asking the Russian students to take the lead in petitioning for such action 


in their own country, the professors 
— who are responsible for the politi- 
cal attitudes of the students — tried 
to dismiss the assembly. But the 
Russian students pounded the tables 
and demanded that the Western stu- 
dent pacifists should be permitted 
to continue their discussions. “Let 
them talk,” shouted the Russian 
students. “We don’t agree with them 
but let’s hear them anyway.” The 
meeting continued. (N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune, Oct. 7). 


Soviet students can no longer be 
depended upon for docile acquies- 
cence to party demands. Since the 
widespread outbreaks of student re- 
sistance two and three years ago, 
suppression of student anti-party 
sentiments has been severe. Many 
have been imprisoned, not a few 
killed in riotous resistance against 
state police. 


But, as we have reported previ- 
ously, the crucial factor is the anti- 
party activity of many Soviet in- 
tellectuals. This was revealed during 
the past year by reactions within 
Russia to the death of Boris Paster- 
nak, whose novel Dr. Zhivago sig- 
naled to the world the anti-Com- 
munist feelings of Russia’s greatest 
literary lights. Since then, plays and 
art exhibits that defy the party line 
are being presented in secret by 
young intellectuals, and poetry and 
novels circulated privately, accord- 
ing to Marc Slonim, author of Mod- 
ern Russian Literature and Epic of 
Russian Literature. This Russian- 
born writer and teacher, now work- 
ing in the U. S., states that many 
students of talent, whose heroes are 
naturally to be found among recal- 
citrant writers and artists, are en- 
gaged in these “subversive” intel- 
lectual activities and steadfastly re- 
sist party efforts to discipline them. 
They are a minority but they repre- 
sent the most talented and able — 
Russia’s future leadership. (Wash- 
inton, D. C. Post, Jan. 4, ’61.) 

(See also BTL, Mar. 1, ‘60 and Mar. 1, ‘61; 


N. Y. Times, Jan. 20, ‘61, Jan. 12, ‘60; Reuters 
dispatch, Dec. 29, ‘56; AP dispatch, Jan. 8, ‘57.) 


Black Like Me 


Writer John H. Griffin of Texas 
decided he wanted to know what it 
was like to be a Negro. With the 
help of his physician his skin was 
medically darkened; then he shaved 
his head and for one month traveled 
throughout the South as a Negro. 

First of all came the shock of 
finding himself “imprisoned in a new 
personality,” in a life that seemed 
to have little connection with his 
previous existence as a white man 
(as a neighbor in good standing with 
other white families, and as a hus- 
band and father of three children). 
As a Negro traveling through the 
South, he encountered “poverty, re- 
jection, degradation, anger and 
fear.” A few whites were friendly 
and gave him assistance. But such 
instances were rare. 

A large part of daily life had to 
be spent searching for the basic 
things that all white folks take for 
granted: a place to eat, a drink of 
water, a restroom, somewhere to 
wash, a place to sleep. Besides, there 
was the problem of a job that would 
pay a living wage, using his skills 
which should have provided employ- 
ment a level above the “toting and 
fetching” of a Negro lackey in town 
or of a field hand in the country. 

Mr. Griffin found that Negroes 
are treated not as second class citi- 
zens but as tenth class citizens, that 
the situation for the average Negro 
in the South would be hopeless, were 
it not for the united Negro leader- 
ship and enlightened assistance of a 
few brave white people. Incidentally, 
Atlanta, Ga., offered more opportun- 
ities for a normal life as a Negro 
than any other city he visited. 

When Mr. Griffin returned to his 
home in Texas and his articles were 
published, he was burned in effigy, 
his family threatened by anonymous 
telephone calls and insulted by white 
neighbors. Griffin moved to Mexico! 
His experiences are recorded in a 
new book, Black Like Me (Hough- 
ton Mifflin). 





X-Ray and Foreceast = (continued) 


peans visiting the U. S. think Americans have gone daft. In Russia the 
civil defense program is a rarely publicized systematic program carried 
on as part of the Soviet Army and Air Force activities. Having suffered 
17 million casualties in World War II, it is to be expected that this gen- 
eration of Russians would have plans for protecting their population, 
should war come again. But there is none of the rash, high pressure pub- 
licity that we have here. There have been several distorted reports in the 
American press about the Russian civil defense program, playing up what 
they are doing and ignoring what they are not doing. The N. Y. Times 
Moscow observer, Theodore Shabad, reported on Aug. 25 that in Rus- 
sia there are no public air raid drills comparable to those in the U. S., 
that Russian city streets have no signs pointing to shelters; newspapers 
and radios do not publicize civil defense information. In Moscow, Lenin- 
grad and Kiev, subway systems provide ready-made shelters with little 
more beyond that. A manual is available for the adult population, dealing 
with defense problems involving chemical, radioactive and bacteriological 
attack. 


BEHIND THE RED ADVANCE IN LAOS 


HE outcries over the threats of communism in South Vietnam and 

Laos and the complaints about the new “left-wing” government in 
Laos are accompanied by revealing undertone accounts of how the activ- 
ities of the U. S. intelligence agents and our military missions made it 
easier for the Reds to make gains in this strategic jungle area. Jacques 
Nevard, noted French observer, reports in the N. Y. Times on Oct. 9 
that the concensus of Western opinion in Laos is that U. S. military policy 
made the left-wing government under Prince Souvanna Phouma inevitable. 
The U. S. has been forced to accept the neutral Phouma as premier and 
to accept at least four pro-Communists in a 16-man government. 


LESS THAN A YEAR AGO, Prince Souvanna Phouma headed 
a government that was considered neutral by Western diplomats, but 
this government was driven out of the Laotian capital of Vientiane by 
the U. S. supplied and trained troops headed by the fanatical Gen. Phoumi 
Nosavan who, though he is anti-Communist, doesn’t believe in demo- 
cratic elections, parliaments or any other form of democracy. Gen. Nos- 
avan had served as a high official of the Souvanna Phouma neutral regime. 


Reports Nevard, “It is now widely accepted that Gen. Nosavan 
was persuaded to spurn his post in the government and to rebel against 
it by agents of the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency and the U. S. mil- 
itary officers stationed in Laos. It is a matter of record that U. S. military 
supplies poured into Southern Laos to Gen. Nosavan’s forces... .Dur- 
ing that period Britain and France strongly urged the U. S. to reconsider 
its position, for the French were convinced that this extreme right-wing 
action would only lead to strong counter reaction on the part of the 
Communist bloc.” This is exactly what happened. When the Communist 
guerrilla troops began to swarm in from the surrounding areas, they were 
well equipped and much better trained than any of the forces the U. S. 
had backed. 


The Laotian people, as do the Formosans and the Vietnamese, 
stand in the middle, hating both sides. They are glad to get the schools, 
medical clinics, agricultural aid the Communist guerrilla forces bring in, 
but they want to stay free. The U. S. military intelligence forces unfor- 
tunately offered to protect their “freedom” by putting them under politi- 
cal leaders who were already hated for their records of corruption, 
tyranny and distain for democratic ideals. Many of these same weak- 
nesses undermine the U. S. position in chaotic South Vietnam. 


IRAN NEXT? 


ILL the failures in Laos and Vietnam be repeated in Iran? This 

Newsletter has consistently forecast that there will not be war over 
Berlin, that the Russians are not going to attack Western Europe, or 
suddenly hurl missiles at the U. S. — because there are other fronts where 
the Soviet might advance with far greater success assured. 

IRAN IS SUCH AN AREA: Look at a map of Iran and see how 
Soviet penetration there would open all of the oil-rich Mideast to Russian 
manipulation. And, more important, the Kremlin would not have to 
launch a costly military assault to take Iran, for the Teheran Govern- 
ment is so weak and corrupt that a Red revolution could readily be pro- 
moted from within. 

The U. S. has spent more than a billion dollars on military aid 
and economic development in Iran — most of it military or military re- 
lated — but the corruption has been so rampant that Western correspon- 
dents agree that there is little to show for it. (When your editor brought 
up the problem of the corruption in U. S. military spending in Iran with 
a U. S. Brigadier General some time ago, his comment was, “We aren’t 


Tiger On His Back 


The speaker’s words came in a 
low faltering voice, but the words 
were listened to with eagerness and 
patience as he told “of the tiger on 
my back.” Those who listened knew 
from their own experiences what 
he meant by the tiger. 

It was the weekly meeting of 
Gamblers Anonymous. Instead of 
referring to the “glass crutch” of 
the alcoholic, or the “monkey-on- 
my-back” of the narcotic addict, 
each of these men had admitted to 
himself and to his companions at 
the meeting that he was a com- 
pulsive gambler. The tiger was the 
irrepressible urge to gamble on 
horses, ball games, cards, dice — 
anything —to the last dollar. “I 
knew my wife was broke and the 
kids would soon be hungry. In fact 
I was skipping my own lunches and 
it was three days till payday. But 
I put my last buck on that horse 
simply because I couldn’t stop my- 
self.” 

It is estimated that there are some 
50 million “normal” gamblers in 
the U. S., those who can bet a dol- 
lar to ten dollars, or perhaps more, 
without harming themselves or oth- 
ers. In addition, there are at least 
six million compulsive gamblers who 
simply can’t quit no matter what 
their financial condition or needs 
may be. 

Gamblers Anonymous is self sup- 
porting without dues or fees. The 
only requirement for membership 
is the desire to stop gambling. It 
patterns its program after the 12 
steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, 
each member admitting his or her 
desperate need for a higher power 
to rid them of the compulsion and 
also their willingness to help others, 
even those worse than themselves. 


At the GA meetings, as at AA 
meetings, each person is referred to 
only by his first name. For instance, 
Dave finished a speech by saying, 
“Not only has GA helped dig me 
out, but the organization helped me 
to handle my debts and pay them 
off in monthly payments and re- 
cover my credit at the bank and 
with my own company.” 

GA officers, all of them former 
gamblers, go to banks and loan 
companies to guarantee the credit 
of the new member who is fighting 
his way out of a ditch. “But what if 
you have backed a bad risk?” is a 
frequent question. “Oh, it doesn’t 
matter too much,” is the reply. 
“What I might lose on his unpaid 
balance is much less than what I 
would lose if I were gambling my- 
self. And helping him boosts me a 
little higher out of the same ditch.” 


Alcohol and Death 


A study of traffic fatalities in New 
York reveals that 73 per cent of the 
drivers killed had been drinking, 
nearly half of them heavily. This 
study was made by Cornell Univer- 
sity Medical School with the co- 
operation of State Health Dept. 
officials. Moreover, according to Dr. 
H. A. Heise, chairman of a com- 
mittee of the American Medical 
Assn., one ounce of alcohol in a 
driver’s body has been found to in- 
crease his chances of being involved 
in an auto accident by more than 
1000 per cent. “If alcohol could be 
divorced from driving, about half 
of the 40,000 doomed to die each 
year on the highways would live and 
half a million more would be spared 
from painful, crippling and costly 
injuries and accidents.” 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 
here to teach them economics.” The Iranian Army isn’t even able to con- 
trol banditry, let alone stop a Soviet attack. 

The suppressed Communist Tudeh party is gaining every day 


because of the increasing resentment among the students, the landless 
peasantry and the unemployed of whom there is a very high proportion, 
even in the oil-rich areas. Corruption in the capital city of Teheran is 
evidenced superficially in the number of Cadillacs on the streets — more 
of them than in American cities many times its size. Office buildings and 
luxury hotels are springing up out of the wealth siphoned off U. S. mil- 
itary spending by crooked politicians and grafting aristocrats. With so 
much poverty and disillusionment among the millions of Iranian lower 
classes, the Communist party could start riots, smuggle in arms and prod 
the eruption of a civil war — the armed peasants and workers against the 
Army supported by the aristocracy and corrupt officials. Since so many 
Iranian troops are from the poorer classes, the Army would soon be 
undermined and divided, and thus civil war would turn into a revolu- 
tion — the one, two, three steps of a Marxist take-over. 

In the northern province of Azerbaijan, whose capital is Tabriz, 
there is a close affinity with their cousins across the Soviet border. Many 
Azerbaijanese are of Russian background and since the territory adjoins 
the Soviet Union, the Russian soldiers would occupy the adjacent area 
“to protect the Soviet frontier” while secretly fanning the flames of civil 
war and Communist revolution. Unfortunately U. S. military and politi- 
cal leadership is never prepared for the real Communist methods and 


techniques. 





